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FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
A reminder of this week’s Pupil Free Day on Friday, March 27th. The staff are working on CPR and first aid 
qualifications that are essential skills in our workplace.   
 
The presence of parent and family volunteers in our school is strong and vital to our needs. On any given day, this is witnessed 
by the friendly workers in the canteen, the patient listeners who offer encouragement to readers, the tireless carnival workers 
and watchful excursion assistants. Other volunteers pop up at Parents’ and Friends’ Association meetings, like the one we 
had last week, where enthusiasm and support were buzzing. Likewise, at our Friday afternoon garden working-bee, good 
humoured gardeners with plenty of energy achieved the afternoon’s goals. Thank you to the volunteers of St Philomena’s 
School. 
 
The School Board, another example of volunteers in action, holds it AGM this Wednesday evening, to which the community 
is invited. Following this will be the first 2009 Board Meeting (closed meeting). Two new members now take their place on 
this important advisory body; Andrew Davis who has a daughter in Kindergarten and Emma Hugget who has children in Year 
1, 3, 4, 7 & 8. Our sincere acknowledgement and thanks to Bill Crawford and Scott Kellahan, whose terms of office have 
concluded. The Aboriginal parent representative is the process of being finalised.  
 
You will note Alana Goldman’s outline regarding uniforms this week.  In the coming days, I will be addressing the uniform 
appearance code myself.  The expectation is that at the commencement of Term 2 every student will strictly adhere to the dress 
code.  Over the last few weeks of this term it will be necessary for some families to ensure that students obtain the uniform 
items which are required.  The resistance in regard to procuring uniform items and how they are to be worn is predominantly 
the problem of the Secondary students. 
 
You may be wondering why schools are closed on April 27th, this year. The responsibility for this error and confirmed by the 
Education and Training Minister Verity Firth, rests with the body who gazettes school holidays; the Department of Education 
and Training (DET). Verity Firth says “It was a mistake, because what happens in our school calendars is gazetted every five 
years and they assumed that the Monday would be a public holiday” (pg 12 Education, March 16th 2009).   It is a pure planning 
bungle by the DET and has no link to the new industrial agreements, despite what the media has been suggesting.  
 
Prayers and generous support are assisting the Winter family. Our school community is truly one who responds to the needs of 
others .This is faith in action. This kindness is appreciated and well utilised.  
 

Starting date for Term 2. 
From last week’s newsletter, please note the change to this notification. I apologise for any 
inconvenience caused. 
 
Two important date reminders for your planning. 
 Monday April 27th is a DET gazetted holiday for schools.  
 Tuesday April 28th is the first day for Term 2. ALL STUDENTS RETURN on this day   

Karen Jagers – Acting Principal 
 

WEEKLY REFECTION – Week of the Annunciation of the Lord 
This Wednesday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord.  This is the time when (in Luke’s Gospel) we look towards 
Mary, the Mother of the Redeemer.  Mary is obedient to the words spoken by the Angel Gabriel. 
 
Notice that the Angel, on arrival, said before anything else, “Peace be with you!  The Lord is with you and has greatly blessed you.”  And of 
course we know that Mary was deeply troubled; she wondered what the Angel meant.  Then the words that we remember from the text are 
spoken:  “You will become pregnant and give birth to a son.” This is called the Incarnation – God becoming human.  A Mystery; nothing is 
impossible to God!  This is a part of the great mystery of Christ.   
 
Mary questioned how this could happen and the Angel spoke of the Holy Spirit and God’s power resting upon her. “For this reason, the holy 
child will be called the Son of God” (verse35).  The Angel then spoke of her relative Elizabeth. Mary then states: “I am the Lord’s servant, 
may it happen to me as you have said,” then the Angel left her. Following this text is the beautiful Song of Mary (Luke 1:46-55), which is 
outside the Gospel part chosen for this day.   
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How do we perceive the coming of Jesus Christ as told by the prophet Isaiah (7: 10-14), and reflected on in Hebrews (10:4-10).  Isaiah says: 
“A young woman who is pregnant will have a son and will name him ‘Immanuel’.” The Letter to the Hebrews speaks of sacrifices and 
offerings and how the whole known world will change.  Jesus will be recognised: ”Here I am O God, to do your will.”   
 
Let us Pray That we may become more like Christ who chose to become one of us. Almighty Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, you have revealed the beauty of your 
power byexalting the lowly virgin of Nazareth and making her the Mother of our Saviour.   May the prayers of this woman, Mary, bring Jesus to the waiting 
world and fill the void of incompletion with the presence of her child, who lives and reigns world without end.  Amen.   
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us; And we saw his glory. Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ, king of endless glory!        Every good wish,  Pat Clancy. 
 

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS 
UNIVERSITY COMPETITIONS – extension of time for entries 
One last opportunity is being provided to enter the university competitions for this year.  Find a detailed description of the 
exams offered, the competition dates and the entry fees, elsewhere within the newsletter.  Entry into these competitions 
provides an invaluable opportunity to challenge and extend your child’s ability.  The final due date for submission of entry fees 
is Thursday 26th March (that is, the day before this Friday’s pupil free day). 

Cathy Downes and Alana Goldman 
 

Interested in hosting our Japanese Intern? 
 Next term we are very lucky to have another Japanese intern coming to our school. Ms Yuko Kuriki will be starting at school 
in Week 1 Term 2 and will stay with us until the end of the year.  Yuko is very good at English and has had some teaching 
experience in Japan and overseas. She has lived and travelled overseas so she is used to communicating with people from 
different cultures. Throughout the year, Yuko will help in the classroom with the Year 8 and 9 Japanese students and she will 
also be visiting all the primary classes. This is a fantastic opportunity for our Japanese students to improve their language 
skills, and for the whole school to learn more about Japan and its culture.  
  
We are now looking for families who may be interested in hosting Yuko for any period of time in Term 2, 3 or 4.  If you are 
interested in hosting Yuko sometime during the year could you please contact me at school. 
                                                                                                                                              Arigatoo (Thankyou) Helen O’Neill 
 
APOLOGY:  In last week’s newsletter, Bernadette Quirk was mistakenly referred to as Bernadette Morris.      Sr Margaret 
 
MEDICATION 
Medication which is required to be administered during the course of the day should be sent to Office with a precise signed 
note indicating purpose, time and dosage.  If you require your child to be called to the office and the medication administered 
by office staff, please send a note. If the medicine needs to be sent home each evening, please indicate this on the note.   

        Karen Jagers 
SECONDARY NEWS 

SECONDARY UNIFORM ISSUES 
At last Friday’s Secondary Assembly, all female students were spoken to regarding their formal uniform.  A couple of years 
ago the decision was made that the female students could wear their formal uniform with the top button undone.  The new 
formal uniform is of a slightly different design and doesn’t have a top button.  The female student body was requested to 
cooperate with the rule that is currently in place – that is, that the top (and ONLY the top button) may be worn undone.  
Additionally, it is NOT acceptable to cut the second button off or not replace it when it falls off.  Could parents/caregivers 
please discuss this with their daughter/s.   
 
The boys’ uniform also needs improvement.  Boys need to wear their shirts tucked in and should also be wearing the plaited 
uniform belt.  The belt will assist the boys to keep their shirts in and also keep their shorts up around their waist.  Staff are 
being placed in an unfair and embarrassing position when boys wear their shorts so low that their underwear can be seen.  
Could parents/caregivers please ensure the belt is worn.   
 
Formal hats – that is the white panama girls’ hat with navy trim and the akubra boys’ hat should be worn whenever students 
are outside in the sun and students should have their hat with them when attending the canteen.  Last year it was decided that 
students would not have to have their hat on their head if they were sitting in a shady place (for example, under a tree).  Yet 
again students have being pushing this rule.  It is apparently cool to carry your hat.  How cool will it be in twenty or so years 
time when you are at the doctors/specialist to have skin cancers removed?  Could parents/caregivers please discuss this with 
their sons/daughters.  Yet again staff have improved the situation for students, however, students are now trying to further 
erode our school standards. 
 
The sport uniform has improved over the term.  The expectation is that students should be in full sport uniform from head to 
toe – that includes from the sport hat to the socks.  There are however, still individuals who have to be continually asked to put 
their hat on their head.  The school has a sun safe policy to assist young people reduce sun damage and hopefully alleviate the 
need to go under the knife or freeze gun later in life to remove skin cancers.  Your assistance in ensuring that your 
son/daughter has the full sport uniform and wears it correctly would be appreciated by all staff. 

Alana Goldman 
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YEAR 7 AND YEAR 10 PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS 
On Monday, 6th April (Week 10) the secondary department will conduct parent/teacher/student interviews for Year 
7 and Year 10 parents and students only.  The interviews will be conducted in the library.  They will commence at 
6.00pm and proceed until 7.30pm.  Attendance with staff will be on a first-in-first-served basis.  The interviews 
will be no longer than 5 minutes in length.  This will provide parents with the opportunity to discuss their child’s 
progress during Term 1.  Please complete the expression of interest section below and return it to your child’s 
pastoral teacher by Friday 3rd of April. 

Alana Goldman 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I/We __________________________________________ will attend the parent/teacher/student interview on Monday 6th April 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ (CHILD’S NAME)   

PRIMARY NEWS 
K-2 GAMES NIGHT-Crazy Hair/Crazy Wig 
Tonight there will be a K-2 Games Night.  This will be held in the School Hall from 5.30pm until 7.00pm.  The cost for the 
evening will be $4 per child or $8 maximum per family.  This cost covers entry, a cup drink and a packet of chips.  The 
children are asked to come to the Games Night wearing a crazy wig or crazy hair.   
If your child is going home with another parent, a written note is essential. Both sets of parents need to be 
aware of this. We will not allow children to leave with someone else unless notification has been 
received.                                                                                                                          Years K-2 Staff 
 

3-6 Disco- TONIGHT  
A time for grooving and moving to the latest tunes with your mates! 

THEME :  'P' Party.  Students are able to dress as something starting with P, for example a princess, 
pirate, policeman, pineapple etc 
Cost: $5:00 per student (maximum $ 10:00 per 3-6 family)    
This cost covers entry, drink and chips and is payable on the night. 
Time: 7:15 – 9:15pm  Please do not arrive prior to 7:05pm.  
Bring your child to the back door of the hall where teachers will greet them at 7:15pm.  
We ask all parents to return to the grassed area at the back of the hall at 9:10pm to be ready to collect 
your child.  
If your child is going home with another parent, a written note is essential. Both sets of parents need to be 
aware of this. 
 We will not allow children to leave with someone else unless notification has been received.  

                                  Years   3-6 staff  
 

SPORTS NEWS 
Primary Swimming  This Thursday, Years 3 - 6 will be participating in Life Saving for sport. As well as 
swimming costumes, students will need to remember to bring old clothes. Years 5 and 6 will need to have a long 
sleeved shirt and long pants. Years 3 and 4 will need a short sleeved top and shorts. These clothes need to be 
suitable to swim in. Any parents willing to help their child’s class would be greatly appreciated. 

Cross Country Training Due to the Infants Games Night and Primary Disco there will be no Cross Country 
training this afternoon. 

The next session will be on Tuesday, 31st March, at Ron Harbourne Oval at 5.00pm. All primary students are 
welcome but please bring extra water.   

Football Development Day This Wednesday 25th March, the Australian Football Federation will be conducting a 
Development Day for primary students. All students in Years 3 - 6 will be required to wear full sports uniform 
on this day. 

Polding Swimming   On Thursday, 26th March, seven of our talented swimmers will be travelling to Homebush 
Bay in Sydney, to participate in the 2009 Polding Swimming Trials. We wish the following students the best of 
luck for this day: Charlie Wells (competing with a broken foot, well done Charlie!),  Josh Chisholm, Zoe Jones, 
Heidi Jones, Bonnie Morris, Meg Spain and Ashleigh Walker.                                                        

Toni Munro 
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Moree Junior and Senior Hockey  Hockey will begin on 2nd  May. Registration : Saturday 28th March and 4th April at Ron Harbourne Oval -10.30 am - 12.30 
pm.  If you are a senior who played last year please contact your captain as soon as possible.. Fees:$40 for juniors under 9 years; $60 for juniors 9 years and 
over; $65 for juniors in the senior competition; and $100 for seniors. We look forward to seeing everyone next weekend.    
 
Moree Junior Rugby Training each Thursday from 4.00 – 6.00 pm. All players, new and old from 5 years to 15 years are welcome. Please bring a water 
bottle. 

UNIFORM SHOP opening hours:  Tues 2-4  & Thurs 8.30- 10.30 
 

CANTEEN NEWS 
 

25th March: Pat Sinclair, Bev Smith, Rhonda McPherson, Narelle Carter 
26th March: Amanda Fisher, Lauren Winkley, Deanne Arthur, Helen Johnson, Vicki Haddad, 
27th Pupil Free Day 
30 March: Lucia Armstrong, Susan Wells, Vicki Byrne 
31st March: Jennifer Johnson, Stephanie Burrow, Lidia Mathews 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ENTRY PROCEDURES FOR UNIVERSITY COMPETITIONS 

Once again, students across Year 3 to Year 10 have an opportunity to enter six International Competitions and Assessments for 
Schools (ICAS) and one Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER) competition. The aims of the competitions are 
to monitor individual progress, recognise and reward achievement and provide a comprehensive analysis of student 
performance. 

All of the Australian Schools Competitions provide an opportunity for students to gain a measure of their own achievement in 
an external situation. They can also be used to monitor individual progress in a range of subject – related skills and recognise 
and reward achievement at all levels.  

We would like to encourage the students to enter as many of the competitions as possible. It is a great experience to participate 
in external testing.   
 
This year, we are again aiming to make one entry for the year, for all six competitions. A calendar of the tests will be provided 
below. We are asking for the tear off slip below to be completed and returned with the entry fee as stated per competition.  
All entries will need to be returned to the classroom teacher no later than Thursday 26th March.  Please place the entry slip 
and money in a sealed envelope marked UNIVERSITY COMPETITIONS. and label with your child’s name and grade. 

COMPETITION GRADES COST COMPETITION DATE 
Computer Skills  Years 3 to 10 $6.60 Wednesday 27th May 
Science Years 3 to 10 $6.60 Wednesday 10th June 
Spelling  Years 3 to 7 $8.80 Tuesday 23rd June 
Writing Years 3 to 10 $12.10 Tuesday 23rd June 
English Years 3 to 10 $6.60 Tuesday 4th August 
LOTE – Japanese Year 8 ONLY $8.00 Thursday 6th August 
LOTE – Japanese Year 9/10 Elective ONLY $11.00 Tuesday 4th August 
Mathematics Years 3 to 10 $6.60 Wednesday 19 August 

 
This is the only opportunity which will be given for entry across the year for all competitions. It makes handling money and 
entry forms much easier. We will not be providing further chances to enter or pay. All entries will be sent away on March 30th. 
 
Cathy Downes                     Alana Goldman      
Curriculum Coordinator K-6      Secondary Curriculum Coordinator   
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please complete the form below indicating which competitions your child/children would like to enter: 
 
 
 
Student Name 
 

 
Class 

 
Science 

 
Computer 
 

 
Maths 
 

 
English 

 
Writing 

Spelling  
LOTE - 
Japanese 

 
TOTAL 
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P&F News 
 
What a great turn out to our meeting on Wednesday the 18th March!  Talk to those that came and ask all about it. 
Come and join us at the next meeting on the 20th May 2009 after the School Holidays. Hope to see you all there. 
 
Thanks to everyone that was able to make it to last Friday’s working bee at short notice. The gardens have 
benefited greatly. 
 
Don’t forget to send in those raffle tickets to for a chance to win those wonderful prizes especially the Spring 
free Trampoline. It is a wonderfully safe way for the children to be able to bounce their hours away in safety. 
Please try and sell tickets not wanted to family and friends. This will give everyone in the community a chance to 
win these great prizes. 
 
 
                                                        Lidia Mathews 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mother’s  Day Stall        
 

Mother’s Day is fast approaching. The long tradition of  
the P&F  Mother’s Day Stall continues.  

This years stall will be held during Week 2 , Thursday 7th May. 
 

Start thinking of  items that you would  
consider donating, wrapped in clear cellophane 

 and left with your class teacher or at the front desk.  
Past  donations include magazines, cookbooks, 

chocolates, mugs, frames etc.  
 

All donations will be accepted during Week 1 of  next term. 
For  each child to be able to purchase a gift for their Mum , 
 we need every child to support this stall by donating a gift. 

All proceeds from the stall go to the P&F. 
 
 

Jenny Carrigan 
Mother’s Day Stall Co-Ordinator 
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ST PHILOMENA’S SCHOOL 
PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

 
The S&T Haddad Mower Sales St Philomena’s P&F Easter Race Day on 

Easter Saturday April 11 2009. 

 
Can anyone help? 

At the Race Day even a small amount of time volunteered is welcome. 
 

Special call to our Secondary Students 
Would you like to help with the Kidz Corner? 

 
Volunteers are needed for working bees for setting up on Good Friday at 9.00 am, the pack up at 11.30 am Easter 
Sunday. On Easter Saturday for the Barbeque Tent and Kidz Corner and Gate prize table.  
 
New families to the school come and meet the school community. The race day is a great opportunity for you to 
meet other families. 
 
Please fill in the forms below if you can help and send them in to school it would be much appreciated. 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
NAME : ___________________________________________________________ 
 
CONTACT DETAILS : ________________________________________________ 
 
 I would be willing to help on the Barbeque Tent 

Please circle time 
Time  1.30pm    2.00pm    2.30 pm    3.00pm    3.30pm    4.00pm    4.30pm    5.00pm 
 
Coordinator Michael Murray 6752 9085 

 I would be willing to help on Kidz Corner, jumping castle and activities area. 
Please circle time 
Time  1.30pm    2.00pm    2.30 pm    3.00pm    3.30pm    4.00pm    4.30pm    5.00pm 
 
Coordinator Bernadette Seery 0427 228 803 

 I would like to help on the front gate to take info for gate prize  
 
Please circle time 
Time  1.30pm    2.00pm    2.30 pm    3.00pm    3.30pm    4.00pm    4.30pm    5.00pm 
 
Coordinator Andrew Pitman 0427 668 377 or Lidia Mathews 0427 608 130 

 I would like to help on Good Friday for Set up 9.00 am 
 
Coordinator Andrew Pitman 0427 668 377 or Lidia Mathews 0427 608 130 

 I would like to help on Easter Sunday Pack up 11.30 am 
 
Coordinator Andrew Pitman 0427 668 377 or Lidia Mathews 0427 608 130 

 
 
                          
 





Action not words:  
Ramsamy and Swan 
AS verbal sprays ricochet be-

tween cyclist Andrew Noakes 

and jockey Jim Bryans in the 

lead-up to the Great Irritek Hu-

man versus Horse Match-Race at 

Moree on Easter Saturday, run-

ners AJ Ramsamy and Manny 

Swan are quietly going about 

their business. 

Both are men of few words. 
However, they are supremely 

confident of one thing: victory 

will be theirs at the Haddad 

Mower Sales St Philomena’s 

P&F family race-day. 

Noakes’ and Bryans’ sledging 

tactics – against each other as 

well as Ramsamy and Swan – 

are yet to faze the runners. 

Fourteen-year-old Ramsamy said 

he prefers action on the paddock, 

not words in the media. 

“He’s talking nonsense,” Ram-

samy said. 

“We know what we’re doing – 

we’ll catch him easy. I really 

haven’t got anything to say to 

him at the moment. 

“Let’s do all the talking on race-

day,” he said. 

Nineteen-year-old Swan, a gifted 

all-rounder who can clock sub-

11 seconds for 100m, was diplo-

matic about the upcoming 

match-race. 
“May the best man win, but I 

think two feet are better than two 

wheels . . . or four legs for that 

matter,” he said. 

Bryans however has a firm mes-

sage for Ramsamy and Swan. 

“When we beat Nathan Black-

lock, Liam Gander and Barry 

McGrady two years ago it took 

Bennyblaise six months to re-

cover from a sore neck because I 

had to hold him back to those 

blokes – and they were different 

runners to the blokes they’ve 

lined up this year,” he said. 

The best $100 you  

could ever spend!! 

Manny Swan (left) and AJ Ramsamy 

Join the St Philomena’s all-inclusive race-day marquee  
for just $100 and receive: 

• Courtesy shuttle bus leaving the Moree Golf Club from 11.30am  

• Entry ticket valued at $15 and complimentary race-book 

• Free ticket in the Retravision $1000 gift voucher 

• Refreshments and nibbles throughout the day  

 at the St Philomena’s P&F marquee  

• Courtesy bus returning to the Moree Golf Club from 6pm 

 

Book now with Bill Poulos on 0448 203621 or wap93@hotmail.com 



Count on itCount on itCount on itCount on it    
S&T Haddad Mower Sales Moree 

 2009 S&T Haddad Mower Sales St Philomena’s P&F 

RACE-DAY 

136 Gwydir Street Moree 
PH: 6752 6699 FAX: 6752 2308 

Come one, come all 

Mowers—Outdoor Furniture—Sporting Goods— 
Barbecues— Good Old-Fashioned Service 

IT is being billed as the best $100 that 
could ever be spent on a racecourse – and 
patrons have the chance to do exactly that 
at the Haddad Mower Sales St Philo-
mena’s P&F family race-day on Easter 
Saturday. 
The meeting, featuring the Great Irritek 
Human versus Horse Match-Race be-
tween cyclist Andrew Noakes, racehorse 
Bennyblaise and runners AJ Ramsamy 
and Manny Swan, is tipped to draw a 
huge crowd. 
And race-goers looking for value-for-
money can buy in on the action for just 
$100 – the cost per head for the all-
inclusive St Philomena’s P&F race-day 
marquee. 
Meeting co-ordinator Bill Poulos said the 
ticket price includes a courtesy shuttle-bus 
from the Moree Golf Club – leaving from 
11.30am – and admission to the course as 
well as a race-book. 
“Ticket-holders will also receive a free 
number in the lucky door prize, which this 
year is a $1000 gift voucher donated by 
Steve O’Hara at Moree Retravision,” Mr 
Poulos said. 
“Once inside patrons will have access to 
the race-day marquee, which includes 
refreshments, nibblies and snacks 
throughout the day – it really is great 
value for money and a great way to sup-
port St Philomena’s School,” he said. 
The shuttle-bus will take patrons back to 
the Moree Golf Club from 6pm. 
The annual meeting, first held in 2007 
where more than $15,000 was raised for 

St Philomena’s School, also features 
Kids’ Korner, jumping castles and a visit 
from the Easter Bunny – armed with hun-
dreds of free Easter eggs of course. 
The school’s popular rock band Char-
Grilled Lemon will entertain while Shoe 
Elegance and Assef’s will again co-
ordinate a huge fashion parade at the 
southern end of the course. 
A fashions-on-the-field competition for all 
ages will be conducted, with hundreds of 
dollars worth of prizes on offer, and the 
mobile Deluxe Café and Tropical Sno-
Cones will both be trackside. 
On the racing front, five races will be 
conducted with the St Philomena’s P&F 
Easter Cup showcasing the card while 

trainers and jockeys will vie for $500 bo-
nuses sponsored by McGregor Gourlay 
and bookmaking brothers Chris, Terry and 
Phil Picone. Race sponsors include Video 
Ezy Moree, Shoe Elegance, Landmark, 
Steve O’Hara’s Retravision, Keith 
Haddad and Sons and Brighann Ginning 
while Irritek match-race sponsors include 
Peter and Nathan Sinclair Racing Stables 
(Bennyblaise), Bikes in Balo (Andrew 
Noakes) and Pitman Deakin Stock and 
Station Agents (Manny Swan and AJ 
Ramsamy). 
Race-goers wishing to join the all-
inclusive marquee can book with Bill 
Poulos on 0448 203621 or e-mail 
wap93@hotmail.com. 
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Easter Saturday, April 11, 2009 

The Great Irritek Human versus Horse  

Match-Race 

 

All-inclusive St Phillies P&F marquee 

 

Beauty Matters Fashions-on-the-Field  

for all ages 

 

Shoe Elegance-Assef’s  

Fashion Parade 

 

Easter Bunny on course 

 

Free Easter eggs 

 

Five-race card featuring the  

St Philomena’s P&F Easter Cup 


