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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

This week, we are fortunate to have a stream of Catholic
Schools Office staff visiting us for professional
development, liaison, conferring and general support. |
anticipate accessing further information at the end of the
week, regarding our potential building opportunity, via the
Rudd Government initiative.

A new, very comprehensive and mandatory Enrolment
Form has been developed by the Catholic Schools Office
and was effective as of yesterday. It is a direct consequence
to recent changes in the Education Act.

Next week is the final week for Term 1. The school Cross
Country event will be run at the racecourse, for students
from K-10 with differing distances and times during the
day. Many students will run this course while others will
prefer to combine a walk and a run. Both options are fully
supported by staff. This day IS NOT OPTIONAL. Positive
parental support is anticipated for this annual occasion,
reinforcing the commitment made by you at the time of
enrolment.

Three important dates for your planning:

Term2

IMonday April 27" is a part of the school holidays
|as per DET Schools|

Tuesday April 28" is the first day for Term 2.
ALL STUDENTS RETURN on this day.

Term4

Wednesday Dec 16" is the official student finishing date
(as per DET schools)

WEEKLY REFLECTION
FIFTH WEEK OF LENT, YEAR B

All the peoples of the world were meeting in Jerusalem.
Many of them had heard about this man called Jesus of
Nazareth, or the Nazarean. What had they heard? Well, one
thing is for sure, they had heard of his healing of people —
some even claimed that they were miracles.

Jesus himself knew that his time had come; it was make
or break! It was to be the Father’s will, not his, that held
sway over Jesus. It was growing clear that there was no
other way than to follow through on the prophecy of the
ancients, Isaiah especially. How was Jesus to know the will
of the Father? Sincere and supreme trust between Jesus

and his heavenly Father, was all that Jesus could hope
in.

Many people had been shouting him down. Many were
out to catch him out in his understanding of the Law and the
Prophets; but they couldn’t. His understanding of those
were exemplary. He could not be faulted in their eyes,
except in what he eventually claimed to be, himself!

Next week sees the Passion, or Palm Sunday. Many
people walk with Jesus these days on the cobbled street he
could have walked himself: “Anyone who loves his life will
loses it; anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it for
eternal life” (John’s Gospel).

How is it that we are able to attend the Easter liturgies
without tears? Do we not know it is Jesus who is to be
crucified! “Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be
glorified.” Jesus knows his time is short; what has he yet to
do, to complete before the greatest trust in his Father? Will
he rise as he has promised?

In this last week of Lent, before Holy Week, we look out and
wonder at how such a good life could be taken. How
senseless, how pitiable. How angry can one get before the
explosion of emotion? Look to where Jesus places his
trust!

Our Prayer
Father of love and source of all blessings, help us to pass from our old life of
sin to the new life of grace. Jesus was not a sinful man in any way.
Father, through the grace of your sacraments may we follow Christ more
faithfully and come to the joy of your kingdom, where he is Lord for ever
and ever. Amen.

Every good wish, Pat Clancy

WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS

Interested in hosting our Japanese Intern?

Next term we are very lucky to have another Japanese
intern coming to our school. Ms Yuko Kuriki will be
starting at school in Week 1 Term 2 and will stay with us
until the end of the year. Yuko is very good at English and
has had some teaching experience in Japan and overseas.
She has lived and travelled overseas so she is used to
communicating with people from different cultures.
Throughout the year, Yuko will help in the classroom with
the Year 8 and 9 Japanese students and she will also be
visiting all the primary classes. This is a fantastic
opportunity for our Japanese students to improve their
language skills, and for the whole school to learn more
about Japan and its culture.

We are now looking for families who may be interested in
hosting Yuko for any period of time in Term 2, 3 or 4. If
you are interested in hosting Yuko sometime during the year
could you please contact me at school.

Arigatoo (Thankyou) Helen O’Neill

Our Mission is to provide students with a Catholic Education in a caring, disciplined environment where striving for excellence and respect for others are promoted.




SECONDARY NEWS

YEAR 7 AND YEAR 9 2009 National Assessment
Program for Literacy and Numeracy

The 2009 National Assessment Program for Literacy
and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for Year 7 and Year 9
students will be conducted on the following dates
during Week 3 of Term 2:

12" May Language Conventions and Writing Tests
13" May Reading Test
14™ May Numeracy Tests
e one test where the calculator will be allowed; and,
e one test where the calculator will NOT be allowed

It is extremely important that ALL Year 7 and Year 9
students are at school on these days. The information
gained from these exams is very informative and
allows tracking of literacy and numeracy ability from
Year 3 to Year 9 (if your child has been enrolled at St
Philomena’s during these school years). It is of
significant use in directing further teaching and in
providing the necessary additional teaching for
children who may be struggling in a particular area.

Additionally, please look out for a letter to parents
providing further detail about the above testing which
will be distributed today. This letter is published by
the  Educational  Measurement and  School
Accountability Directorate which is part of the NSW
Department of Education and Training.

Alana Goldman

Arrive Alive NSW Wheelchair Sports Visit
Yesterday Secondary students were treated to talks by
members of the Arrive Alive NSW Wheelchair Sports
group and Motivational Media. Reports on these two
events will appear in next week’s newsletter.

Oxygen Factory

Last Tuesday our secondary boys spent two hours with
Glen Gerryen from the Oxygen Factory. Glen is a
former Australian Youth of the Year. He now runs his
company the Oxygen Factory. They are a group of
motivational speakers that present their workshops in
over 300 schools throughout Australia and New
Zealand. Glen’s workshop last Tuesday was titled
Men Of Honour. It covered 6 particular areas where
young men can make intelligent decisions that will
have a positive and effective influence on their lives.

I realise that some people may question why we invite
guest speakers into the school at times, however you
only had to see 70 St Philomena’s males with pen in
hand writing down quotes and goals to know that a
presenter like Glen can have a life changing effect on
our teenage boys. | remember 2 years ago when Glen
last visited he said: “Teenagers don’t lack motivation,
they lack direction.” Well now after attending the
Men Of Honour presentation our young men do not

lack direction either. They were given a 6 point plan
they can now implement into their own lives to
develop into the young men we want them to be.

Year 10 Geography Research Action Plans

It is compulsory in NSW schools for year 10 students
to complete a research action plan in Geography. Our
Year 10 students have been completing their plan over
the last weeks on the management of waste in Moree.
Students have to provide a map of waste collection in
Moree, a report from an environmental consultant on
how Moree can improve its waste management and
must show the results from the 30 people they have
surveyed about their personal management of waste. |
have put this in the newsletter this week as a reminder
to students and any Year 10 parents that these plans
are due to me by no later than Friday. As the
Research Plan is a compulsory part of the School
Certificate, any student who fails to submit this
task on time will have to undertake after school
detentions until it is complete.

Thursday Maths

This Thursday will be the last after school maths
sessions for this term. They have proven to be a
wonderful success this year with an average of 20
students each week. The past 3 weeks we have been
in the computer lab with students completing work
from Hotmaths as well as completing homework and
tasks from class. | hope those students who are putting
in the extra effort obtain their just rewards in their
assessments.

Sean Baldwin

YEAR 7 AND YEAR 10
PARENT/TEACHER/STUDENT INTERVIEWS

On Monday 6™ April (Week 10) the secondary
department  will conduct parent/teacher/student
interviews for Year 7 and Year 10 parents and
students. The interviews will be conducted in the
library. They will commence at 6.00pm until 7.30pm.
Attendance with staff will be on a first-in-first-served
basis. The interviews will be no longer than 5 minutes

in length.  This will provide parents with the
opportunity to discuss their child’s progress during
Term 1. Please complete the expression of interest
section below and return it to your child’s pastoral
teacher by Friday, 3 April.

Alana Goldman

I/We will

attend the three way interview opportunity on 6™ April to

discuss S

(child’s name) progress during Term 1 of this year.

Our Mission is to provide students with a Catholic Education in a caring, disciplined environment where striving for excellence and respect for others are promoted.




Careers Information

Notes concerning the Tamworth Careers Expo to be held on
Wednesday 29 April were handed out to Year 10 students
last week. We will be travelling to Tamworth together with
students from Moree Secondary College. If your child
would like to attend please return their permission slip
together with payment to Mr May no later than Friday April
3. It is vital that these notes be returned in good time so that
travel arrangements can be finalised. Late returns will not be
accepted except in extreme circumstances. This expo is on
the FIRST Wednesday back after the holidays so
arrangements must be finalised prior to the holidays.

The Rotary Aviation careers Expo is to be held at Tamworth
airport on May 24 — 25. Year 10 students who are interested
in a career in the Aviation industry can see Mr May for
further information and an application form.

Assessment tasks

Assessment tasks, together with examinations, are one of
the ways in which the school assesses a student’s academic
progress. We are very aware of the fact that students lead
busy lives, however assessment tasks must be completed.
This is not a school requirement, but rather a NSW Board of
Studies requirement. | would like to take the opportunity to
remind parents that if their child fails to submit assessment
tasks this will impact on their School Certificate grade.
Students who fail to hand in assessment tasks may receive
an ‘N’ determination for a particular subject. This means
that they may not receive a grade for that subject on their
School Certificate. One way in which a parent can help their
child to achieve the best result they can is to actively
support them in completing and submitting assessment tasks
on time. If you have any questions please contact Mr May at
school.

ANZAC Day

St Philomena’s will be represented again in the Moree
ANZAC Day Dawn Service and March on Saturday, 25
April. We would like to see as many Primary and Secondary
students as possible marching to support this important
event. The Dawn Service will commence at 5:45 am with a
brief march to the RSL stained glass window followed by a
short service.

The main service for the day will be held at 10:00 am
preceded by the traditional march. Students will be required
to wear full summer uniform and assemble in the
Woolworths car park at 9:30 am. The march will commence
at 9:45 am. A separate ANZAC liturgy will be held on the
first day back at school (Tuesday, 28 April) commencing at
9:00 a.m. If you have any queries please contact Mrs Munro
or Mr May at the school.

Andrew Ma
PRIMARY NEWS

KINDERGARTEN NEWS

This Friday, 3rd April Kindergarten will be hosting
their first assembly. They are very excited about this
special event and would like to invite parents and
friends to join them at 2.15pm in the school hall.

Kindergarten require 2 litre milk bottles for Easter

craft. If you have any at home, please send them to

school with your child by the end of the week.
Catherine Moylan and Pamella O'Neill

Year 1 and 2 Guided Reading

This week will be the final week for Guided Reading in
Year 1 and Year 2. A very big thank you to all of the
wonderful helpers who have given their time to listen to the
children read. Guided Reading will continue throughout
Term 2 and we will let you know what week it will resume.
Dayna Raulston, Belinda Bremner, Trish Siddins and
Catrina O’Mullane

EASTER HAT PARADE

The children in Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 are
encouraged to begin thinking about their hats/bonnets
for the Easter Hat Parade on Thursday 9" March.
The Hat Parade will take place at school under the
blue shadecloth at 11am and all parents, grandparents
and friends are most welcome to attend. Hats can be
as elaborate as you wish; even the old school hat with
some streamers and eggs on it makes a fabulous
fashion statement. The children will also be able and
encouraged to wear their hats to the St Philomena’s
Race Day on Easter Saturday (11™ April). The hats

can be brought in to school on Thursday.
Dayna Raulston
Infants’ Coordinator

SPORT NEWS

Primary Swimming

This Thursday Years 3 - 6 will be participating in Life
Saving for sport. As well as swimmers, students will
need to remember to bring old clothes. Years Five and
Six will need to have a long sleeved shirt and long
pants. Years Three and Four will need a short sleeved
top and shorts. These clothes need to be suitable to
swim in. Any parents willing to help their child’s class
would be greatly appreciated.

Cross Country Training

Primary Cross Country training will be held at Ron
Harbourne Oval this afternoon at 5.00pm. All students
are welcome but please bring extra water.

Armidale Diocesan Winter Trials

Congratulations to the following students on being
selected to represent St Philomena’s at the Armidale
Diocesan Winter Trials in Tamworth on Friday 3"
April.

Football: Ashleigh Walker, Yinaar Allen, Meg Spain,
Bonnie Morris, Callum Bourke, Sam McKnight, Sam
Matthews,

Hockey: Tileah McGrady, Courtney Onus, Lachlan
Smith,

Netball: Netia Dillon, Heidi Jones, Alison Quirk,
Regan O’Connor,

Rugby League: Pat Kelly, Jordan Roughan, Bede
Carrigan, Bryce Jurd, Callum Houlahan and Charlie
Shearer.

These students will be competing against the best from
the diocese, all aiming for selection in an Armidale
Diocesan Team. We wish all our students the best of
luck.

Our Mission is to provide students with a Catholic Education in a caring, disciplined environment where striving for excellence and respect for others are promoted.




St Philomena’s K— 6 Cross Country

The St Philomena’s Cross Country is to be held on
Wednesday 8th April at the Moree Racecourse. As
with all school carnivals the Cross Country is a
compulsory part of the PDHPE Curriculum for all K-6
students.

All students must make their own way to the
racecourse by 8.45am (supervision at the
racecourse will begin at 8.30am) Any child
arriving prior to 8.30am will need to remain in the
care of a parent/guardian.

Roll call will be at 9.00am. The War Cry
Competition will begin 9.15am with Cross-
Country races to begin at around 9.30 am.

At the conclusion of the carnival all children will
be walking back to the school in class groups.

Students will need to bring lots of cold water,
sunscreen, recess and lunch.

Water will be on sale at the racecourse at a cost of
$2.00.

All children are encouraged to wear house colours
on the day. Sandshoes / joggers are essential.

As this day is a very entertaining and fun day for the
students we encourage as many parents as possible to
come along and enjoy the activities.

St Philomena’s Secondary Chess

Our Chess team begins their North West Chess
Competition on Thursday April 9" against Walgett
High School here in Moree. Good luck to the
members of the 2009 squad. We have a proud
tradition in chess that we hope to uphold this year.

000 Day

Twenty five students will be representing St
Philomena’s in a 000 sports day to be held with
students from Moree Secondary College at their Carol
Avenue Campus this Friday. Students will be
competing in games of touch footy, netball and
basketball. The day is referred to as a 000 day because
staff from Moree Fire Brigade, Moree Police and
Moree Ambulance usually attend and join a team.
Matches commence at 12 noon and will be completed
by 2.30pm. Students will travel to MSC in the school
bus and will return to school at the end of the day.

UNIFORM SHOP OPENING HOURS

TUESDAY
THURSDAY

2.00PM—4.00PM
8.30AM—10.30AM

CANTEEN HELPERS
Wednesday: Jennifer Johnston, Kate
Hunter, Natasha Berry, Margaret
Catterall, Christine Taylor
Thursday: Jenny Carrrigan, Jeannie
Clissold, Emma Huggett, Lidia Mathews,
Vicki Peddle
Friday: Sonia Rowe, Shayne Quirk, Brenda
Rees-Smith, Jane Angus,

Monday: Rebecca Haddad, Chrissy Adams,
Lisa McDouall, Nat Cooke, Peta Carroll
Tuesday: Lila Fisher, Sandy Osmond,
Janice Raveneau, Bernadette Seery

WEEKLY CALENDAR

Thursday 2™ April
*Primary Swimming — Life Saving

Friday 3™ April

*Primary Diocesan Winter Trials — Tamworth
“000” Sports Day — Secondary vs Carol Ave

SUNDAY 5% - Palm Sunday

Monday 6™ April
*Yr 7 & 10 only P/T/S Interviews

Wednesday 8" April
*K-10 Cross Country

Thursday 9" April

*Secondary Chess against Walgett High
*Portfolios home

*Yr 9/10 Ag Excursion — Coffin Hill
*Festival Service K-10

*K-2 Easter Liturgy & Hat Parade
*Term 1 Ends

Hockey Registration!!!!

Players (both senior and junior), can register for hockey on
Saturday 4™ April at Ron Harbourne Oval from 10.30 am to
12.30 pm. Junior hockey will begin on Saturday May 2™
(first weekend after school holidays) at 12.00. Please be 10
minutes early so that we can start on time. Seniors will
begin their first game on the same date so watch the paper
for times. Any queries, please phone Libby on 67 546120 or
see Helen Kaukiainen at Moree Public School.

2009 Netball Competition

Registrations: Saturday 4" April 9am — 11am

Netball Courts, Ron Harborne Oval.

Fees: Fun Net(5-7 yrs) = $45 Netta E grade (8-10 yrs) $60
Juniors (11-17yrs) $70 Seniors (18+) $90

Season Starts: 2™ May -- Game 1: 11am / Game 2: 12.15pm

Our Mission is to provide students with a Catholic Education in a caring, disciplined environment where striving for excellence and respect for others are promoted.




2009 S&T Haddad Mower Sales St Philomena’s P&F

RACE-DAY

Easter Saturday, April 11, 2009 ...........11 more sleeps

Guilty by
association

ASSOCIATE sponsors have again rallied
to the cause in support of the 2009
Haddad Mower Sales St Philomena’s P&F
family race-day.

A raft of local businesses will join major
sponsors at the Easter Saturday race meet-
ing.

Joining Landmark, Beauty Matters, Keith
Haddad and Sons, Video Ezy, Shoe Ele-
gance, Moree Retravision, Picone Bros,
McGregor Gourlay and Brighann Ginning
will be Simon and Kylie Smith, Webb and
Boland and DSM Haulage.

Also there will be Kenway and Clark,
Moree Veterinary Hospital, B&W Rural,
Grant and Katrina Squires, Haddad Bulk
Storage, Moree Real Estate, Boomi Party
Hire, Freeman’s Jewellers, Simply Stuck
Printing and the New Bo Wa Restaurant.
Match-race sponsors include Irritek, Bikes
In Balo, Pitman Deakin and Peter and
Nathan Sinclair Racing Stables.

The race-day is expected to draw a huge
crowd, both locally and from other areas,
with horses expected from across NSW
and southern Queensland. The five-race

card includes the 1200m St Philomena’s
P&F Cup, 1600m 0-72 handicap, 1200m
0-57 handicap, 1000m maiden plate and
1300m maiden handicap.

The cup this year is worth $4500 while
supporting races are each worth $3500.
Race names will be announced later this
week.

BOBS bonuses worth $1250 per race are
also on offer for eligible horses while
trainer and jockey bonuses each worth
$500 must be won.

Individual tickets to the all-inclusive mar-
quee are still available at $100 per head,
which includes a shuttle-bus leaving the
Moree Golf Club from 11.30am and re-
turning from 6pm.Ticket-holders also
receive gate entry, a race-book and a free
ticket in the $1000 Retravision lucky gate
number prize.

Refreshments, snacks and nibbles will
also be provided under the marquee clus-
ter on the southern end of the grounds.

For more information or to book a mar-
quee ticket contact Bill Poulos on 0448
203621 or e-mail wap93@hotmail.com.

Count on it

S&T Haddad Mower Sales Moree

136 Gwydir Street Moree
PH: 6752 6699 FAX: 6752 2308

Mowers—Outdoor Furniture—Sporting Goods—
Barbecues— Good Old-Fashioned Service

THANK
YOU

Simon and Kylie Smith

Webb and Boland
DSM Havulage
Kenway and Clark

Moree Veterinary
Hospital

B&W Rural
GM&KM Squires
Haddad Bulk Storage

Moree Real Estate

Boomi Party Hire

Freeman’s Jewellers
Simply Stuck

New Bo Wa
Restaurant




2009 S&T Haddad Mower Sales St Philomena’s P&F

\,Wb
RACE-DAY

The Great Irritek Human versus Horse
Match-Race

All-inclusive St Phillies P&F marquee

Beauty Matiters Fashions-on-the-Field
for all ages

Shoe Elegance-Assef’s
Fashion Parade

Easter Bunny on course
Free Easter eggs

Char-Grilled Lemon performing



Bennyblaise out!!

. « « trust now put in Trust Me Honey

BENNYBLAISE is a shock with-
drawal from the Great Irritek Hu-
man versus Horse Match-Race at
Moree on Easter Saturday after pull-
ing up “a tired horse” when third at
Goondiwindi 10 days ago.

Trainer Peter Sinclair said at the
weekend he and owners Bill and
Penny Owen had little choice but to
spell the gelding after its third be-
hind subsequent Narrabri Cup win-
ner Crowntreno.

“He’s a very tired horse and will go
to the paddock,” Sinclair said.
Bennyblaise will be replaced by the
Gary Popp-owned Trust Me Honey,
a Gold Coast winner late last year.
Jim Bryans, winning jockey of the
past two match-races held in Moree,
has retained the ride against cyclist
Andrew Noakes and runners Al
Ramsamy and Manny Swan.

“Trust Me Honey goes well and will
give Noaksey and the boys some-

thing to chase,” Sinclair said.

“She’s nice and fresh and a 400m
sprint up will suit her down to the
ground.”

Trust Me Honey, a runner-up to
Auditorium at Moree’s Christmas
meeting last year, hasn’t appeared
since finishing second behind Super
Wonton at Casino in early February.
The five-year-old mare, sponsored
by Sinclair and his son Nathan, will
sprint 400m while Ramsamy and

Swan — wearing Pitman Deakin
badges — will each run 100m in re-
lay.

Noakes, who has all but declared
himself the winner, will ride for
Bikes In Balo.

While there has been reshuffle in
horses, past match-race contestants
Grant Custance and John Shepherd
have been called back into active
service — as official match-race
starters at the Haddad Mower Sales

-

Trust Me Honey at Moree last year

St Philomena’s P&F family race-
day.

Custance and Shepherd four years
ago almost caused the boilover of
the century when running smart
mare Princess Os to a nose in the
first match-race held in Moree.

“I think we’re just lucky we weren’t
asked to run again,” Shepherd

quipped.

The best $100 you
could ever spend!!

Join the St Philomena’s all-inclusive race-day marquee

for just $100 and receive:
Courtesy shuttle bus leaving the Moree Golf Club from 11.30am
Entry ticket valued at $15 and complimentary race-book
Free ticket in the Retravision $1000 gift voucher
Refreshments and nibbles throughout the day
at the St Philomena’s P&F marquee
Courtesy bus returning to the Moree Golf Club from 6pm

Book now with Bill Poulos on 0448 203621 or wap93@hotmail.com




Count on it

RETRAVISION
S&T Haddad

Mower Sales Moree more than just the best price
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Agricultural Services

VIDEC
F ELY
THANK-YOU!!

OV S SPONSORS

Brighann Ginning

Watercourse Road, Moree since 1999

Keith Haddad and Sons
Bulk Grain and Cotton Module Cartage










